
 

pg. 1 

 

 
 

www.canadiancamre.org 

 

Canadian Central AmericanRelief Effort 

2020  Annual General Meeting 

2019 Report 

  

http://www.canadiancamre.org/


 

pg. 2 

 

 

Table of Contents 

Who We Are …………………………………………………………………………………….3 

CCAMRE Vision Statement ……………………………………………………………….3 

CCAMRE Mission Statement ……………………………………………………………..3 

CCAMRE Mandate Statement ……………………………………………………………3 

Board of Directors (Current) …………………………………………………………….4 

AGENDA ………………………………………………………………………………………….4 

2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEEETING…………………………………………………5 

CCAMRE Letter from the President and Founder ………………………………7 

Message from the President ……………………………………………………………..7 

MISSION 2019 REPORT ……………………………………………………………………9 

Fundraising Report …………………………………………………………………………12 

Our Appreciation……………………………………………………………………………14 



 

pg. 3 

 

Who We Are 
 

CCAMRE Vision Statement 

CCAMRE is a community of Canadians working in partnership with a community of Central Americans 

resulting in improved lives in both regions. 

CCAMRE Mission Statement3 

CCAMRE focuses on initiatives that enhance the capabilities of communities to become self-sufficient. 

CCAMRE Mandate Statement 

To share our resources of skills, knowledge, and funds to work in: 

• Relief effort 
• Education and awareness building 
• Health 
• Partnership development 
• Fund-raising 
• Community Planning and Economic Development 

 

CCAMRE Board of Directors (Current) 

 Hilda Rossi   President and Founder 

 Cecilia Bardsley  Secretary and Scholarship Director   

 Marylin Hallgren  Treasurer 

 Sandra Holloway  Mission, Medical and Dental, Director 

 Narendra C Patel  Finance Support & Membership Director 

 Mark Will   Media and Outreach 

 Eva Carlin   Digital and Technology Director 
 

Co-ordinators Volunteers 

 Ruslana Vorotyntseva Sponsor a Child Program 

 Fanny Garcia    Translators 

Carlos Sanchez    Translators 

Lucy Zuchett   Translators 

Tracy Chang Salguero  Translators 
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Canadian Central American Relief Effort- CCAMRE 

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

VIRTUAL ZOOM MEETING 
June 27, 2020 

 

AGENDA 

Chair: Sandra Holloway 

 

1. Call to Order       Chair 

2. Acceptance of Agenda     Chair 

3. Approval of the 2019 AGM Minutes   Chair 

4. President’s Report      Hilda Rossi 

5. Programs, Projects Reports 
 

• Mission 2019      Hilda Rossi 

• Water        Sandra Holloway 

• Seniors      Hilda Rossi 

• SACP       Janet Bot  

• Scholarship      Cecilia Bardsley 

• Health       Sandra Holloway 

• Stoves      John Bot 

• Fundraising      Mark Will   
       

6. Motion for Acceptance of 2019 Reports   Chair 

7. Presentation of 2019 Financial Statements  Marylin Hallgren 

8. Other Business      Chair 

9. Adjournment  
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2019 Annual Meeting 

Location : MIAG-Inter-Agency Group of Peel, 3034 Palstan Road, Suite M3, Mississauga, On, L4Y 
2Z6 
Date : 08 June 2019 
 

ATTENDANCE: Sheet passed and signed- attached with minutes in log book. 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:13 pm by Hilda Rossi. Hilda welcomed the 

attendees and gave a brief explanation of the meetings procedure. Hilda proceeded to explain 

about the history of the charity and that she is the founder and President of CCAMRE. She 

extended her appreciation to the members of the Board of Directors and introduced the board 

member present. 

2. Approval of the Agenda: Cecilia Bardsley drew attention to items 5 (Presentation of 2018 

Financial Statements) and 6 (Accountant’s Report). First we do not have an accountant and item 6 

should read Treasurer’s Report and secondly a motion was made in 2017 to have Presentation of 

Financial Statements and Accountants Report always placed as one item on the agenda. Sandra 

Holloway made a motion to proceed with the changes as identified. Motion seconded by Marylin 

Hallgren. 

3. Approval of Minutes: 2018 AGM Minutes are in the AGM booklet. A motion was made by Marylin 

Hallgren to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Roy Baker. 

4. Presidents Report: Hilda Rossi began by giving an outline of the programs within CCAMRE and 

some of the work being done. She encouraged the attendees to read the details within the report. 

She encouraged attendees to make a difference in the world and to do the best to help make a 

better world.  She stressed that CCAMRE needs their help. Hilda asked the program directors to 

speak about the programs. 

Educational Scholarship Support Program –ESSP Cecilia Bardsley, program director commented 

on how things have changed, and these changes coincided with the governments supplement for 

children attending school. This supplement no longer exists however there are more students in 

Basico with and without scholarships from CCAMRE. Parents and children see the benefits of a 

better education. 

Senior’s Program: Hilda Rossi mentioned that this program has had one major sponsor by the 

name of Mable for a number of years. Mabel is adamant that the seniors have good care. There 

are currently thirteen seniors with numerous others requesting assistance. There was some 

mention of decreasing the amount of items the current seniors receive in order to assist others with 

the funds available. 



 

pg. 6 

 

Sponsor A Child Program- SACP: Hilda Rossi stated that things are going excellently despite the 

leaving of some children from the program. Hilda is suggesting that the children and their families 

must meet certain requirements and bench marks to be accepted into the program. The Breakfast 

program which is a financial spin off from the SACP is extremely helpful for the families with school 

age children as all children attending school receive a nutritious breakfast. 

Stove Program: Roy Baker reported that since 2012-13 approximately 10 stoves where built per 

year. From the beginning it was noted that a majority of the stove recipients did not know how to 

take proper care of the stoves or follow the guidelines which lead to numerous problem. This 

program relies on donations. S.H.A.R.E. Agriculture NGO from St. Catharines has been supporting 

the stove program for the past four years. There has been discussion and search for a better and 

less expensive design of stoves for the mountain homes. 

Water Project: Sandra Holloway has been part of this project from the beginning. She talked of the 

collaboration between Rotarian’s from Gualan in Guatemala and St. Catharines Ontario, the 

Municipality of La Union, Guatemala, Community Group of Volcancito and CCAMRE. There were 

many meetings, changes, additions and delays along the way ending in a successful completion in 

December 2018. 

Dental Program: Unfortunately there was no dental program attendee. The first dental mission was 

in 2004 by Dr. Russell Grover. Dr. Grover and his team have been very instrumental in the growth 

and success in this program.   

Hilda introduced Eva Carlin and acknowledged her expertise, knowledge and support towards 

CCAMRE for many years.  Eva works in computers and was previously on CCAMRE’s BOD.  

Narendra Patel is member of the BOD and is responsible for membership and managing the 

articles of the BOD, assisting the accountant and organizing the Annual General Meeting booklet. 

5. Treasurer’s Report: Marylin Hallgren passed out a2018 Revenue and Expenses and a Balance 

Sheet for CCAMRE. This sheet is attached with the minutes in the log book. Attendees had 

sufficient time to go over the entries and formulate any questions. CCAMRE did not have any 

fundraising in the year which led to higher expenditures than revenue of $14,482.25.  If there was 

any discrepancies in costs verses revenue Marylin went through all the entries. There are 

continuous delays in receiving reports from Guatemala which causes issues and delays with our 

financial statements. Steve Doucette continues to review and complete our financial reports to the 

government without any compensation. 

Eva Carlin made a motion to accept the 2018 Financial Statements as presented, seconded by 

Sandra Holloway. 
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7. CCAMRE’s Work in Guatemala: An overview of each program along with a photo is in the 2018 

AGM booklet for the attendees to read. 

8. Mission to Guatemala: The mission in 2018 was very small due to the mudslides and bridge 
break downs in Guatemala. There were four members from Canada and two from the United 
States who worked primarily on ESSP, SACP, Seniors Program, Clean Water Project and 
warehouse organization. The group participated in the Computer Building inauguration at the 
school in Taguaini put on by the students and staff. We had the privilege of having a main 
representative of the Intecap education system of Guatemala visit all the schools CCAMRE is 
associated with to give an overview of the types of programs they offer and the application 
process. This was the first time anything like this has been done for the students to learn about 
alternate careers. 
9. Adjournment: Cecilia Bardsley made a motion to adjourn the 2018 AGM at 3:26pm, seconded by 

Marylin Hallgren. 

Minutes taken and reported by Cecilia Bardsley, Secretary . 

 

Message from the President and Founder 

Hilda Rossi 

New challenges, audacious goals and an updated plan enabled us to meet CCAMRE’s goals in 
2019.  In my 21 years at CCAMRE, I have been inspired by the hard work, commitment, and 
dedication of those who support CCAMRE’s efforts.  It has been my privilege to lead an 

extraordinary organization that is committed to 
providing a better life to communities of the Mayan 
Chorti in the Merendon Mountains in La Union, 
Zacapa, Guatemala.   
CCAMRE’s yearly Mission to Guatemala is the most 
important component of our organization.  One of this 
year’s highlights was the inauguration of the Water 
Project in Volcancito Abajo.  The medical and dental 
programs are vital for the care of the villagers.  
Doctors and dentists travelled to the villages to give 
medical and dental care to the communities of Mayan 
Chorti.  This is the only time that the villagers get 
medical attention in their communities.  

Education will definitely open new doors to a better future for the children and young adults living in 
the Merendon Mountains. Education is the only path to break the cycle of poverty.  CCAMRE is 
proud to have created the Sponsor a Child and Breakfast Programs.  All elementary school 
children have a full breakfast every day which is vital because when the children have good 
nutrition, they will learn much more.  The Scholarship Program, for high school and university 
education, now allows many children from these mountains to have a chance for a better future.  
Before CCAMRE these children did not have a chance for a better education.  Education will 
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definitely open new doors to a better future for the children and young adults living in the Merendon 
Mountains. It gives us great pride and happiness when we see some of our young scholarship 
recipients working as bank tellers, secretaries, accountants, and teachers. A program that is very 
close to my heart is the Seniors Program and we currently have 13 seniors in this program.  
Seniors are very vulnerable and on our missions to Guatemala we always make sure that the 
doctors see the seniors.  They are also included in the breakfast program as CCAMRE wants to 
make their life more comfortable. What a wonderful deed we have done.   
All this progress has been possible because of the dedicated effort of our Board of Directors, 
Supporters, and the many Volunteers who have donated their time, commitment, and hard work. 
CCAMRE has come a long way since 1998. However, there is still much to be done.  As the 
President and Founder, it gives me great pride to see how the organization has grown into a 
prosperous grassroots organization.  
As always, the year ahead will be challenging since many more little villages in the Merendon 
Mountains have requested our help.  CCAMRE’s goals are ambitious but, with the help of a 
committed group of individuals working toward a common vision, I truly believe our objectives are 
attainable.  They will create new and exciting opportunities for us as an organization and, more 
importantly, will make a huge difference for the people of the Mayan Chortí communities.   
Thank you for helping CCAMRE make a difference in the lives of the humble people of the 
Merendon Mountains of Guatemala.  With your support, we will help them to become more self-
sufficient.  That is CCAMRE’s mission and vision. 
 
 

Kind regards, 

  

 

Hilda Rossi 
President and Founder  
info@canadiancamre.org 

MISSION 2019 REPORT 
 

Mission Members’ Experiences 

The Life and work of CCAMRE.  2019 

Humanitarian Mission to Guatemala 

By Hilda Rossi: We had a truly great and gratifying 
mission with the team of 14 volunteers, including 5 new 
members, all working hard and sharing their love, 
experiences and skills with the Mayan Chorti people.  
The highlights of the mission was the inauguration of 
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the Water Project in Volcancito, a significant event which took place on February 28th.It was a 
wonderful celebration as members of the CCAMRE mission, Rotary Clubs of Gualan Guatemala 
and St. Catharines Ontario, the Mayor and members of the municipality of La Union, and the whole 
community of Volcancito celebrated this grand achievement. I would like to express our 
appreciation to Sandra Holloway who is a member of the Rotary Club of St. Catharines as she was 
instrumental in CCAMRE’s Water Project for Volcancito. The community of Volcancito Abajo, now, 
has access to clean drinking water. All the mission members’ efforts were crucial to the success of 
the humanitarian mission to Guatemala 2019. 
info@canadiancamre.org 

CCAMRE’s Completion of Water Project in Volcancito 

By Sandra Holloway: In 2019 we were able to celebrate the inauguration of the Water Project 
which had been years in the planning. This included the building of a natural filtration bed at the 
mountain water source, meters of tubing down the mountain to individual homes and a large 
concrete containment unit behind the school. This was possible only because of a collaboration of 
many different groups. I’m very proud to have been a part of this project and wish to thank the 
many others who provided expertise, physical labour and of course financial support. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Seniors Program 

By Hilda Rossi:  This year we had an evaluation mission to 
Guatemala. We travelled to the mountains as always and had a great 
visit with the seniors. We interviewed the thirteen seniors of the 
program and they shared their happiness and thankfulness for our 
support for their well-being. As always, they were asking for a doctor 
to help them with their daily pain. A cane/umbrella was donated to 
each of them and they were very happy with the gift. We are looking 
forward to next year's mission where we will check up on the group 
of seniors in Volcancito. The seniors all receive a nutritious food 

Above: Hilda Rossi, President and 

Founder of CCAMRE inaugurates 

the Water Project in the village of 

Volcancito in the Merendon 

Mountains of Guatemala. 

  

Above: Children gathered   
at the  

inauguration of the Water Project  
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hamper every 4 months and a breakfast 5 days a week. We have 13 seniors in the program. 
info@canadiancamre.org 

Sponsor A Child Program 

By Janet Bot : The Sponsor A Child Program (SACP) in Volcancito is making great progress and 
having a tremendously positive impact in the children's 
lives. Every morning 150 school children receive a 
nutritious breakfast thanks to this program. The 
parents of the sponsored children are in charge of 
making the breakfast every morning for all the children 
who attend school. This program has been extended 
to the village of Pena Blanca and the people in this 
village are happy to be included in CCAMRE's SACP. 
Elementary school is very important for the children's 
future, and the children must attend school to be part 
of CCAMRE's program. 
ccamre.sponsor.a.child@gmail.com 
 

 

Educational Scholarship Support Program 
 
By Cecilia Bardsley:The ESSP currently supports 22 students attending Basico, similar to junior 

high school, and Bachillerato, similar to senior high 
school, from three mountain villages, Volcancito, Peña 
Blanca and Timushan,  located within the Merendon 
Mountains of Guatemala. The program has been 
supportive and encouraging to families and students. 
The donated funds helps to cover the cost of uniforms, 
shoes, books, transportation and living expenses that 
the families cannot afford. CCAMRE encourages strong 
academic skills and work habits from the scholarship 
students. This year we are pleased to have three 
university students. Two young men have both started 

their first year In Agronomy and one young man is currently in his fourth year of a Teaching 
degree.  Most university students in the mountains choose to attend university on the   
weekends In order to be able to still work to assist their families. This adds two years onto the time 
for their degree. All of these students are extremely grateful for this opportunity to pursue their 
education. 
ccamre.educationprogram.cecilia@outlook.com   
 
 
 

mailto:ccamre.educationprogram.cecilia@outlook.com
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Medical Program 
 
By Sandra Holloway:  In 2019 I was in charge of the Medical and Dental Program. The medical 
and dental program provided clinical services to four villages in the municipality of La Union, 

Zacapa. On average, 50 medical patients were seen 
each day by Dr Ayala and two nurses. The dental 
program was robust with two to three dentists and 
assistants seeing more than 100 patients a day. This 
year we programmed a day focused on health 
prevention for the women of Volcancito. A nurse came 
to locations both Volcancito arriba (up) and Volcancito 
abajo (down) and made a presentation followed by the 
opportunity for women to ask questions. This session 
was very valuable and will be part of next year's 
programs. This was my fifth visit to Guatemala with 
CCAMRE and each time gets better. We are individual 
volunteers who come together to help the Mayan 
Chorti people and form bonds of friendship. We strive 

to improve the programs already in place and to look for areas to engage issues to benefit a group 
of people who were forgotten. Thanks for your continued support to this wonderful organization. 
airforcegirl46@hotmail.com 

Stove Program 

 

By John Bot: As part of CCAMRE’s 2019 mission to Guatemala I and my good friend Brian Coutts 
were assigned the responsibility of reporting on the Stove Program which was first implemented in 

2015. This entailed visiting over 60 homes in 
which stoves had been replaced in Volcancito 
and Peña Blanca. The task itself was somewhat 
daunting as the homes were scattered up and 
down the mountain sides, but with great 
assistance of Alfredo, our driver, Victoriano and 
village leaders, we were able to conduct a 
thorough review of the Program, which is  
crucial to the health and well being  of the 
Mayan Chorti living in this part of the Merendon 

Mountains. The Stove Program has continued year after year thanks to the support of S.H.A.R.E. 
Agriculture Foundation. 
jlbot77@gmail.com 
 

Stove After 

mailto:jlbot77@gmail.com
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Fund Raising Report 

 
CCAMRE’S DENIM & DIAMONDS CASINO NIGHT 19 OCTOBER 2019    

 

By Mark Will: Each year CCAMRE holds a major fundraising event to help us further our support 
efforts in the villages of the Merendon Mountains in Guatemala.  This year we held a Casino Night 

which was a   very new 
endeavour for us.  Our 
event was held at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel by the 
airport in Toronto.  It was a 
wonderful evening full of 
fun for everyone.   We had 
casino games such as 
Blackjack, the Money 
Wheel, a roulette table and 

even a few slot machines.  We also had a 50/50 draw and a silent auction to round off the games.   
If gambling wasn’t of interest, we also had a live band and dancing to help our guests enjoy the 
evening.   Hors oeuvres were available as well as a lovely dessert tray.  All in all it was a wonderful 
evening and our guests enjoyed themselves immensely.   We would like to thank all our members 
and friends for the help we received in organizing this event.  A special thank you goes out to all 
our guests who made the evening memorable. This event would not have been a huge success 
without the help of so many CCAMRE's members, volunteers, and supporters.  Special 
appreciation goes to the Lovisotto family, their support helped us to have a great successful event.  
 The children of the Merendon Mountains will benefit greatly thanks to this event. With our 
combined commitment and hard work, it was a great achievement. Our appreciation and heartfelt 
gratitude goes out from CCAMRE’s Board of Directors to all our members 
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Our Appreciation 

 

A heartfelt gratitude from CCAMRE’s Board of Directors to our Members, 
Sponsors, and Supporters. 

A Special recognition to all our Volunteers who have donated endless hours  

to CCAMRE fundraising events and outreach 

In Canada:   

• Dr. Russell Grover and personnel from the Grover Dental Group of Hamilton, for his 
participant in our mission and for his support to the Dental Program in La Union, Zacapa, 
since 2003.  

• To S.H.A.R.E. Agriculture Foundation for their support to our Efficient Stove Project.  
• Ms. Mabel Lim, for her generous contribution and support to the Senior Project in Volcancito 
• To Mrs. Clara Lovisotto and her family, of Johnvale General Contractors and Consultants in  

King City. For their continue support to the Water Project, Scholarship and Sponsor a Child 
Program (SACP). 

• Mr. David Dunlap, for his continued support of the CCAMRE effort throughout the years.  .. 
• To the Guatemalan Embassy in Ottawa, Canada, for their support to our missions to 

Guatemala. 
• Health Partners International of Canada 
• Appleby United Church in Burlington. For their support to the Scholarship Program 
• The Rotary Club of St. Catharines. For their continue support to the Water Project 
•  The Canadian media for their help in sharing our work and events with the community. 

  

 In Guatemala: 

• Santos Vasquez, CCAMRE’s Supervisor, the projects and programs in the Merendon 
Mountains, La Unión, Zacapa, Guatemala. 

• Elida Arroyo Galdámez, CCAMRE Coordinador in La Unión, Zacapa. 
• Victoriano Suchite, CCAMRE Co-ordinator in Volcancito. 
• Elisa Suchite, Coordinator of the Children Breakfast Program in Volcancito. 
• Mr. Osvaldo Portillo, Mayor of La Union, Zacapa, Guatemala.. 
• Dra. Yohana Ayala, Director of the Health Clinic, of La Union, Zacapa. for her support to 

CCAMRE's Mission Health Program.  
• Dr. Fernando Ancheta, Dean of the University of San Carlos of Guatemala, for his support to 

CCAMRE's Dental Program since 2006. 
• Dr. Javier Florian Samayoa, EPS from the University of San Carlos of Guatemala, for his 

support to the Dental Mission, in the Merendon Mountains of Guatemala. 
• Dr. Jaime A Guerra Castaneda, Director of the Ministry of Health of Zacapa 
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• Dr. Rogelio Garcia, for his support to the Mission Dental Program and to the CCAMRE's 
Dental clinic in La Union, Zacapa. 

• Ms. Zoila Salguero, Sewing Program, since 2000. 
• Ms. Reina Garcia, for her support to the SACP and Sewing Program. 
• Ms. Lorena Diaz de Salguero, for her support to the Scholarship Program.  

  

Donation to CCAMRE effort is welcome and appreciated.  
It is easy to place your donation: 

  

Simply go to the www.canadahelps.org or www.paypal.com website 
and enter our full name: Canadian Central American Relief Effort 

and follow the prompts. Donations are tax deductible. 
  

www.canadiancamre.org 

 

http://www.canadahelps.org/
http://www.paypal.com/
http://www.canadiancamre.org/

